
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



98 

This nomenclature consisted in using a specially descriptive term and 
prefixing it to the general name of the plant, as we might say a red 
rose, a climbing hop-vine, a trailing honeysuckle, etc. In this manner 
the Indians collected a large body of identifying names for plants, 
and the inference seems warranted that to this extent they possessed 
a nomenclature which was directly related to a useful if not alto- 
gether natural system of classification, the whole based upon striking 
features or useful properties of the plants they described. 

In the names of plants the most interesting modifications are in- 
stanced, by some of which plants inhabiting moist places were indi- 
cated, those flowering at certain times, plants growing on the margins 
of streams, those commencing to flower with the first waters of the 
wet season, and declining with its increase, were all variously charac- 
terized. The soil in which plants grew and their habitat were also 
denoted by prefixes. The various parts of a plant were carefully 
distinguished, as the root, the trunk, the branches, the leaves, the 
flower, the fruit. These terms were again modified by specific 
designations when the parts assumed peculiar shapes or possessed 
peculiar properties. 

The features of the trunk and branches and the disposition of the 
latter, and the habit of the growing plant found mention in the terms 
and names employed by these pre-Columbian botanists. 

The enthusiasm of the author may lead him to overestimate the 
actual progress made by the Aztecs in this science, but every one 
who reads his elaborate essay must feel a curious shock of surprise at 
finding that so much can be probably claimed for them. 

L. P. Gratacap. 
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W. R. G. 
N. L. B. 

Broome County (N. Y.) Finds. — As far as I can determine, this 
county has never been thoroughly worked. Dr. Torrey, in his Flora 
of the State of New York, says: " The parts of the State that have 
been least explored botanically are the counties which lie on the bor- 
ders of Pennsylvania, etc." Iti view of this fact, I have this year 
commenced a systematic exploration, so far finding two of the species 
that the doctor thought would be found in the State in this district, 
viz.: Negundo aceroides, Moench., and Rudbeckia fulgida, Ait. I 
append a few notes on my work this season, which, though incom- 
plete, will give some idea of the probabilities of this locality. The 
following species, which I have met in counties west and north of 
this, I have not yet found here: 

Claytonia Virginica, L., Pinguicula vulgaris, L., Vesicaria Shortii, 
T. & G, Salix purpurea, L., Polygala Senega, L., Baptisia tinctoria, 
R. Br., Dicenlra Canadensis, DC, Coptis trifolia, Salisb., Hydrastis 
Canadensis, L., Geum rivale, L., Sanguinaria Canadensis, L. (strange as 
it may seem), Rhus aromatica, Ait., Gymnocladus Canadensis, Lam., 
Asclepias tuberosa, L., Campanula rolundifolia, L., and Ariscema Dra- 
contium, Schott. 

These I mention as plants that really ought to be found — except, 
mayhap, the second to fourth — and may hereafter be located. 

Datura Stramonium, L. — Many individuals were found near a 
negro settlement on State St., city. 

Datura Tatula, L. — One individual only, that near a comb 
factory, where the horns are kept, probably imported with them. 

Melilotus officinalis, Willd. — Plentiful, but in one situation only, 
the M. alba. 

Lychnis vespertina, Sibth. — In two situations. 

Cassia Marilandica, L. — One individual only, that on Noyes 
Island, near the city, in the Chenango River. 

Cypripedium acaule, Ait. — One individual only, and that a beautiful 
specimen, was found growing upon the upper side of a prostrate 
mossy trunk of Abies Canadensis, a strange situation for the largest 
and most perfect specimen I ever saw. 

Belula papyracea. Ait. — Five clumps were found on the north 
aspect of South Mountain. 



